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BISHOP OF THE EASTERN DIOCESE. 


THE MALADY AND PHYSICIAN OF THE SOUL. 
Luxe, v. 31.—They that are whole need not a physician, 


‘ 


Tue variety of language, by which the knowledge of salvation in Jesus 
Christ is conveyed to our understanding, is pleasing and wonderful. ‘The 
pardon of our sins, and justification through his merits, are’ represented: 
under many metaphors, or images of temporal things, familiar to our minds, 
and affecting to our hearts. Sometimes we are represented as in bondage, 
from which the Lord from heaven is offered as our Deliverer. . Our na- 
tural, sinful state is also compared to sleep, and his voice is heard calling: 
us to awake. At other times we are viewed as dead, dead in trespasses 
and sins, from which deplorable state, his power alone can raise us to spi-. 
ritual and immortal life. In the text, our moral turpitude is aptly com~ 
pared to those mortal diseases, which often and painfully afflict our bodies, and: 
eventually destroy our lives. Still Christ is offered as our Saviour ; he now 
appears as a Physician, infinitely skilled, and sent from heaven to our re- 
lief. . The merits of his blood, and his power to save the soul, are by this 
figure beautifully illustrated. 






In the Gospel history we learn that Matthew, who is also named Levi, 

_ #eon after he was called to be an apostle of Christ, made him a great feast 
in his own house, and invited many of the publicans, or tax-gatherers, and 
others of those whom the Jews called sinners ; with whom Jesus sat down 
to meat. By taking leave of the world in this: public manner, Matthew ’ 
intended, probably, to show, how cheerfully and with what a willing mind he 
resigned all its gains and its pleasures, for a better kingdom; and to give 
his friends an opportunity of knowing that Divine Lord to whom his fature 
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hours were to be devoted. He hoped, too, by taking this solemn leave of 
his former associates, to make some salutary impression upon their minds, 
and induce them to follow his example. But it had an effect upon the 
Scribes and Pharisees widely different from his charitable intentions. Ever 
disposed tu justify themselves, and condemn all who differed from them, the 
pure doctrines of the Saviour had no good effect upon their hearts :—they 
were engaged rather in observing wherein he departed from their own cus- 
toms, and of course they censured him for eating and drinking with publi- 
cans and 6. ..ers. 


It was on this occasion that Jesus spake as recorded in our text, and in 
Wie corresponding passages of Matthew and Mark. Hearing their censo- 
pious observations, he said unto them, They that are whole need not a phy- 
sician, but they-that are sick. Go ye and learn what that meaneth,—I will 
have aad not sacrifice ; Sond ERI foe Ga. sighinane, bet 

to repentance. 


These words were remarkably applicable to the occasion on which he used 
them. They contain a very delicate, and yet severe reproof of the mur- 
muring Scribes and Pharisees ;—of their self- righteousness, and vain notions 
ef holiness and perfection : and at the same time, they contain a full justifi- 
gation, and more than justification of Jesus’ associating with sinners. These 
words show that he was wise, and good, and merciful. Sinners were the 
_ fen who needed a Saviour, and whom he came to save. As they only whe 
are sick, have need. of a physician ; so they only who are morally depraved, 
who have done evil in God’s sight, and are condemned by his righteous law, 
have need of some meritorious Intercessor, who can make expiation for their 
transgressions, and reconcile them to God.. To such only, with any pro- 
priety, could a Saviour be sent. Supposing that there were among mankind 
any, such as the Pharisees thought themselves to be, perfectly righteous, 
with them a Redeemer had no concern. | FC path our Lord tells 
them; “I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance,”’ 
And while he was occupied. in this very charifable office ; while he was 
taking suitable measures to renovate the hearts of men, and reclaim the 
wicked from the error of their way ; while he was laying the foundation of 
his everlasting Gospel, and. preparing the way for the salvation of a world, 
he was certainly acting a part acceptable to that God, who, as the Jews 
could not deny, had declared by “his prophet Hoséa, that he would have 
mercy and not sacrifice ;—that he was more pleased with deeds of kindness 
and love, than with such external rites and ceremonial observances as those 
on which the Jews chiefly founded their claim to perfection. 


To those murmuring. Jews, and self-righteous Pharisees, who censured 
their Saviour for associating with publicans and sinners, his words before 
us had of course particular application. But the very important doctrine 
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which they 80 forcibly express, is of general concern, and ene < 
— The words clearly imply, 





THAT MAN Is SPIRITUALLY DISEASED; and THAT HE NEEDS A DIVINE 
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I. The former of these propositions— That man is spiritually diseased— 
that mankind are all in a state of moral depravity—is a doctrine, humiliating 
indeed, but exceedingly essential—lying at the foundation of Gospel truth. - 
It would be but wasting words and time to spend them in proving that our 





mn Lord intended this as the character of our whole race. When he says the 
> whole need not a physician,—and that he came not to call the righteous’ to 
y repentance, he evidently does not mean that any are whole, or perfectly 
de righteous, but the contrary. That “ the imagination of man’s heart is evil 
ut from his youth,” we are told by him who knows the hearts of all He 
came to call sinners to repentance ; and we know well that the 
“ conclude all under sin,” and that God in his word “ calls all men every 
ed wherp to repent.” So full is our Bible of this doctrine,—so evidently’and 
a so much are we taught that mankind are by nature in a state unholy,—op- 
ns posed to moral rectitude, and to the laws and the eternal attributes of the 
fi- Deity,—that some atonement must bé made for sin, and accepted by sin- 
ee ners, before they can be accounted righteous in God’s sight, and enjoy im-. ‘ 
he mortal blessedness ;—so evidently, I say, is this doctrine taught in the oe 
he holy scriptures, that when I name my subject, it is natural for you to think His, 
od, it unnecessary : it is natural, for you especially who are -called Christiins, > | 
ole ' to view it as declaring a self-evident truth; as teaching what every one 8 « * © 
oir ksiows';—es repeating what you ‘siresdy a hundred tines ‘have dndhad: 
ms) But until we can make men Stel that they are not whole,—that they arein; = 
nd ' perishing need of a Divine Physician—we have done nothing. Even °  — 
us, ' though we induce them to become professors of religion, and receive the 
lls sacraments, they will not be truly Christians, nor will their hearts be renewed 
o”? with holy affections, till they are made sensible of their moral depravity,— . 
rag ‘sensible that they have no health in them. No man can possibly realize the 
he worth of a Saviour, nor be duly thankful to God for his astonishing merey 
of : in Jesus Christ, till he feels that he is indeed sinful creature ;—that he 
ld, eannot for any merits of his own be rewarded or received as righteous, ©‘ 
ys When have you known any one to appear deeply interested in the Gospel 
ave message ; when have you known any one to fee} any thing like an ardent 
ess gratitude to the Saviour, and to view him as infinitely precious, till he‘has 
ose “first felt himself to be a miserable sinner? And, on the other hand, have you 
ever known one—who felt himself to be justly condemned by the righteous 
jaw of God and who became truly and deeply penitent, that did not also ‘ 
real _ rejoice in this Saviour? that did not appear to be sensible that Jesus és infi- = 
ore nitely precious ? No one ever did truly receive'and rejoice in the doctrines of 2a 
ine 


Christ, till the Divine Spirit “ convinced him of sin, of righteousness, and of 
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judgment.” And it is very remarkable, and it clearly shows the truth and ex- 
cellence of this doctrine, that no other preaching but this, of Christ eruci- 
fied for our sins, and offered as the Physician of our souls, has ever had 
much effect, in awakening souls to repentance, and producing the fruits 
of a new and holy life. But where the Gospel is preached in its purity, even 
among the heathen, this pure, heavenly doctrine of a Saviour, “ by whose 
stripes we are healed” has, far more than any other, produced conviction, © 
changed. the heart, and reformed the life. When a faithful and celebrated 
' minister of Christ, a missionary among “ the heathen of the East, was 
preaching from those impressive words, The blood of Christ cleanseth from 
ail sin, a Hindoo pilgrim, who had been condemned to travel several bun- 
dred miles with spikes in his sandals, to expiate some crime, came, faint 
and’ weary, to the spot, and, hearing these blessed words of eternal life, 
eagerly exclaimed ; That ie what I want ; and instantly throwing away his 
ts of torture, became the faithful convert of the Redeemer.’* 
instances have occurred in the course of missionary labours. 
it i chiefly by what the wisdom of the world calls “ the foolishness 
of preaching,” that we can ever hope to be instrumental in reforming the 
lives and saving the souls of men. 


They that are whole, our Lord declares, need not a physician. But of 
this character is no soul of Adam’s race. Our hope is not in justice, but 
im mercy. And this faithful saying, “ that Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners,” —is worthy of all acceptation. 


‘ Sid ceesiiee tin iote bo received of all men, with many it “ is a hard 
saying,” and they have not ears to ‘hear it.” Pride will sooner feel any 
thing than its own faults or imperfections. When reason is convinced, the 
heart often remains unconvicted. In very many cases this truth of man’s 
depravity is acknowledged where it is not felt. ‘Though all complain much 
of humen wickedness : though we shudder at the enormous iniquity which 
prevails in the world: though interest and friendship can scarce inspire us 
with mutual confidence, and the chief subjects of our tongues and our pens 
are the failings and the faults of others ; still with great difficulty do we re- 
slize that we are in the same condemnation. 


Divine Providence permitted, that the depravity of man,—his prone- 
ness to idolatry and other sins,—should be remarkably and very strikingly. 
exemplified in the conduct of his chosen people Israel, while under Hig 
special care and government. Their continual perverseness, disobedience, 
and rebellion, while the Lord himself was their Protector and their King, 
demonstrated that the heart of man was radically evil. The history of that 
extraordinary people is held up as a mirror to the world, that all may see 
hat maumer of men they are. “ That which is born of the flesh is flesh :” 

* Clix. Obver, Vol. vy. p. 81. 
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‘them of sin, and awaken them to righteousness ? 
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"that which Gows from 4 pollated fountain will ever be unclean. Whit ritidie 


or individuals, since the world began, have turned from sin to holiness, arid 
from idols to the trae God, without rit sateen tons conrange 


Some have had their minds prejudiced against this doctrine, from’ the 
very inconsistent ‘notious which have been advanced on the subject 6? 
total depravity. Inferences too have been drawn from this subject, which 
neither reason nor scripture will justify. But truth is not less cértain or tess 
important, because mistaken or misrepresented. It is certain, thet we dre 
totally destitute of spiritual health : that from nature we inherit no moral 
excellence : that every passion and evety affection of the heart is contami- 
nated by sin; and that every part of out moral nature is corrupt: “The 
best deeds that we perform, without the repent tnensie sre is 6 
perfect, and * have in them the nature of sin.”’ 


A man, to be convinced of this doctrine, need but to observe the stute 
of his affections, and what passes in his own mind. There we find a selfish 
ness inconsistent with the rights of others. There we find propensities re- 
pugnant to holiness and purity of heart. There we find # natural aversion 
to spiritual things,—to the saving doctrines of Jesus Christ. And on the 
other hand, how natural, how predominant, how ardent, how uneonquer- 
able are our affections to the world! The most trivial vanities captivate 
the soul ; while eternal realities are disregarded or despised. Canisucha 
state of mind be a state of health ? Can that heart be whole, which is alive 
to every thing but to Hna who is the life of all things ? Can they be whole, 
who have the least delight in what is most profitable? whé give their 
money for that which is not bread, and labour for that which satisfieth not ? 
who think only of a life which they soon must leave, and disregard = 
which is everlasting ? ; 
Sense hate are; who pretend to reason against this doctrine, by —_ 
that God would not make a race of beings, and permit his workm 
be marred, and his creatures to depart from the state of holiness im 
he first placed them. But who ever recweesed: theab lnae aia ‘Did 
ever a sick man quiet his fears with such an argument’? Does he ever day, 
that God would not make a body so wonderfally organized, and ther per: 
mit it to be wasted with disease, and come to dissolution? ‘Phe same wise 
Creator, who is the author of your spiritual nature, is alse the author of 
your animal frame. And if he permit the body to sieken and to perish; 
may he not permit the soul to depart from righteousness and-lose its spirit: 
ual health ? God has in his goodness provided physicians for the body; and. 
you gladly receive their medicine, and avail yourself of their skill and’ pow- 
er to ‘heal. Though you know not the reason, nor see the” justice 
of your sickness, you carefully use the means of relief. And why re- 
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fuse the Physician whom the same God has mercifully provided for ff 


- your soul, though you cannot see the wisdom or justice of God’s permit- 
ting sin to enter into the world? Let us leave these deep things withHim 
who is infinitely wise, and seeth not as man seeth. Butjlet us meyer re- 
fuse to taste the streams of grace, because we cannot fathom the depth 
ef the fountain. What the scriptures say of human depravity, your own 
eyes may see, and your heart confirm. While the distemper is upon you, 
in vain do you oppose groundless objections to evident facts. Truth has an 
appeal to. the heart. a ee ee 
witness and the judge. 


II. And if we are not whole, that we need a Physician, follows of course. 
Till a leopard can change his spots, and the Ethiopian his skin, no man ‘can 
of himself become pure and righteous before God. Still less, if less may 
be, can he make expiation for sin, or be justified by his own works, and for 

po, -Prvwenidea The grand inference is, that the Redeemer must be 
, there is no name under heaven, but that of Jesus 
Bd te. abich c'cen be ved. If we are sinners, we cannot be justi- 
fied for our own merits, nor can we in our own strength stand before the 


judgment of God. 


_. The subject shows us the infinite worth of that Saviour whom God has 
’ given and accepted. It shows how precious is the name of Jesus, so na- 
med by an angel from heaven. , It teaches us to rejoice and be exceeding 
thankful, that “ we have an Advocate with the Father :” that he who 


provides a physician for our weak and decaying bodies, is also therciful 
to.cur souls. ' 


And who that hears the tidings of this great mercy, can be so strangely 
blind, or foolish, as to refuse so great a blessing, so freely offered? Shall 
we suffer the poison to rage, with the antidote within our reach ? Shall we 
permit this sickness to be unto death, when a sovereign remedy is at hand ? 


Some there are, who proudly reject this salvation of God, because they 
cannot fully see and feel its necessity. They spurn from them the greatest 
of God's mercies,—the richest of his blessings, because he has not given 
' them wisdom equal to his own! They reject what they most need, because. 
the demands of pride are not complied with. Such are those who think 
themselves whole: who have never felt their sinful, perishing state. But 
let such, and let all be cautious, how they charge God foolishly. Let them 
reflect,of what “ punishment they will be worthy, who have trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and have counted ‘the blood of the covenant where- 
with they were sanctified, (or might be sanctified,) an unholy thing, and 
have done despite unto the Spirit of grace.” Let thems remseanber that “i 
Sos Repel Slag GeO inte the hands of the Bring Gog. 


~ 
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In the light of our subject we also discover the reason, why Christ by so 
many is not received. They think themselves whole : they do not feel and 
. scknowledge their sinfulness. In their conduct, at least, they endeavour te 
justify themselves, and make God a liar. For what reasonable man, who - 
feels himself to be a sinner against Gop, can hope, without a Saviour ? Or 
who can reasonably believe that Christ will save those who obstinately re- 
ject him ?—who resist the strivings of the Holy Spirit, and receive God’s 
grace in vain? We should then, and if we are wise, we shall, bring this 
subject fairly to the test of truth, and of a certainty, whether we do 
indeed receive this Divine Physician. And, if he be not received, for what’ 
cause do we reject him ? ** Other foundation can no man Jay ;” and none 

_ Can be truly Christians except they build on this ;—on an experimental 
knowledge that ‘+ we have no health in us ;”—an awakened sense that we 
need “ an Advocate with the Father ;” and a thankful acceptance of Jesus 
Christ, as the propitiation for our sins. The Author of your being now calls 
upon you, as reasonable creatures, to decide this momentous question, Are 
you sinners, or are you not ? When days, and months, and years are swiftly 
passing away, and death and judgment are near at hand, are you still 
confident in your own righteousness? Are you prepared to appear before 
God’s tribunal? Be at least decided. To be halting between two opin- 
ions, in such circumstances, ean SO ee ee 
ny ce Which losds us to remark,’ 


eo@wertvFrr,r* ™ 
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” Lastly ; Our subject shows the great sin of unbelief So great indeed, that 
Christ himself has commanded us to preach to every creature, “ He that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned.” The sinfulness of unbelief does not consist in a 
mere dissent of our judgment from certain propositions ; but in the repug- 
nance of our hearts to the righteousness of God; the opposition of our feel- — 
ings to his wisdom, and goodness, and offered mercy. It is setting ourselves 
against that dispensation, which has for its end the salvation of our own souls, 
It is cleaving to our sins: it is ee 
word tf Deliaekindetenyy sb he petgue. 
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« ake heed, then, lest there be in.any of you an evil heart of unbelief 
in departing from the living God,” and rejecting the only Saviour, Take | 
heed “ lest ye be found fighting against God,” It is a great sin to break 
‘God’s commandments: it is a far greater to reject his offered mercy, 
From this far greater sin may we all be preserved ; and be kept by the mighty 
ey trast te ness amma: emt AMEN. 
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SERMON XX¥XIII. 


By ALEXANDER V. GRISWOLD, D.D. 


CHRIST THE PEVINE AND ONLY SAVIOUR. 


Janua, at etre cl oascaaitin onion, alhdhemdoa heamth, 
i tet, Sor Lam God, and there is none else. 


‘Donen words are very remarkable ; and to all men it must be exceedingly 
interesting to know, by whom they were uttered, and to whom addressed, 
An inyitation.so extensive and so gracious, if from Divine authority, can- 
not, surely, be disregarded, or lightly esteemed, by any who desire to be 
saved. 


In discoursing upon the subject, I propose to consider, First, the Person 
who thus calls ; *‘ Look unto me :”. Secondly, the invitation given; ** Look 
unto me; and be ye saved:’”? Thirdly, to whom it is addressed; even to 
all the ends of the earth: And lastly, the reason. assigned, why we 
should look'unto him and be saved ; * For I am God, and there is none 
else.” ‘i , 

I. To whom, then, are we indebted for such unparalleled mercy ? Who 
is the gracious Benefactor,—the mighty Saviour, that thus invites us? A 
due attention to the whole chapter, and to the quotations from it found in 
the ‘New Testament, will make it clear and evident, that the Person who 
@ius‘calls us to himself as the only Saviour, is Christ the Son-of ‘the 
living God.”’ Throughout the chapter, it is positively declared, and several 
times repeated, that there is no Lord besides him. From this we might 
justly infer, that Christ is the Person who speaks : for not only is be Lord ; 
but this is his most appropriate title: .“* To us there is one Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.’’ There is no other Being— 
there is no other Person of the Deity to whom this appellation more justly, 
or more peculiarly appertains. ‘The Father is Lord, and the Holy Ghost’ 
is Lord: but tothe Son is all power given in heaven and on earth :_ “* He is 


so 
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Lord of all: He, the Lord from hearen,” jt sy,who thus graciounly | 
invites us. 

- In thig chapter he declares himself to be our Maker: +1 have made the 
scieiigtaed nsastok men epen. ite 1, even my hands, have stretched out .the 
heavens, and all heir host have I commanded.” And such, as St.Paul 
writes to the Hebrews, is the language which. God the. Father addresees.to 
the Son: “ Thou, Lord, in.thé beginning hast Jaid. the foundation of the 
earth, and the heavens are the work of thy hands: they shall perish, but 
thou remainest.” For as the same writes to the Philippians, by 
him (the Son of God) were all things created, that are in heaven and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or 
principalities or powers ; all things were created by him sehtnatpemt 
he is before all things, and by him all things consist.’’ 


Ia: tha.yesnn nant befeen the Antjihe epeninabianailf enthedivaihili'ip 
‘whom we know God’s will: and this is an office peculiar to Christ... He 
also declares himself to be the only Saviour: so that unless we deny 
Christ to be a Saviour, we must admit that Christ is the Person here 
speaking. But we know that Chfist is a Saviour, and the only Saviour, 
He wes called Jesus, and was ‘+ so named of an angel,” because: he was 
to ** save his people from their sins.’”. His, indeed, as St. Peter says, is the 
only name whereby men must be saved. po tee 


That it is the Saviour who here speaks, the text. itself implies. 
* Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth.” But “te 
- whom else shall) we go,’’ except to him who “has the words of eternal 
life,’’ even to Jesus Christ? To whom else shall ‘all the.endsof the 
earth,” or any part of its fallen race, look, but to him who alone is “the 
way, the truth, and the life ?”’ ENT iN yeep CH 
draws all men unto him. 


In the twenty-fourth verse we further read, ‘ Surely shall one say, (thie 
shall be the language of believers,) In the Lord have | righteousness and 
strength.” And in what other name have we righteousness and strength, 
but in the Lord Jesus Christ? “This is the name whereby he shall be 
ealled :’’ this is an appellation highly descriptive of nae wongrey 
“+ The Lord our Righteousness.” 


~-s E6GSOEB PS 


wiasaibveipdliaduoe ceaaecsohenenehendaie aaanaiadadiens 
seed of Israel be justified and shall glory.” But no one shall be justified, but 
in the Lord Jesus: nor will true believers glory in any other. ** God forbid, 
(saith an apostle,) that | should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”’ PRES aay -ceeomenpebaestt er 
counted for the seed.” 
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Deshdaste hen Hare Deptamnens th: 0 puat al tee. cxptin’ cient eiythsa 
words of the Messiah: as having been spoken by the Saviour of the 
. world. — First, in the fourteenth chapter to the Romans : where the apostle 
says, We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ : for it is 


written; (to wit, here in the verse next following our,text,) As I live-saith © 


the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to 
‘God.” And the same apostle says, in his second chapter to the Philippians, 
_ God hath highly exalted.him, (Christ Jesus,) and given him a name, which 


is above eyery name, that at the of Jesus every knee should bow, of . 


things in beaven, and things on earth, and things under the earth ; and that | 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.’”” Without contro- 
versy, therefore, our text is the declaration of our Divine Saviour, that he 
is God, and that there is none else. And this momentous truth, that Christ 
is God, or Jehovah, shall, the apostle predicts, hereafter be the confession 
of all the creatures that hehas made. But this homage, thus rendered by all 
creatures tothe Messiah, far from diminishing the honour of the first Person 
of the Deity, shall be, he adds, “ to the glory of God the Father.”” There is 
no way in which we can more highly honour or please the Father, than 
by receiving and adoring his only begotten Son, as the Lord our Righteous- 
ness, and as the only Saviour, Such then is the Person who invites all 
mankind to look unto him for-salvation, even our “ Saviour, who is Christ 
the Lord.” 


Il. We proceed therefore to consider the invitation which he gives : “ Look 


unto me, and be ye saved.”” This phraseology is very remarkable : Look, 
and be saved! “ If, (said the servants of Naaman,) the prophet hadbid thee 
do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather, 
then, when he saith unto thee, Wash and be clean!’ What is there pos- 
sible to be done, which a wise man would not do to be saved ?: to. bé de- ' 
livered from sin and death? Is any thing worthy.to be compared with 
heaven and immortality ? Is any labour too great, any sacrifice of temporal 
pleasures too much, for a pearl of so great price? How wonderfully gracious 
then is this language of ‘ the Lord from heaven,” promising salvation to 
those who will look uhto him, the Saviour! And this you well know is the 
doctrine of his Gospel. This is the same Lord who said, “ He that be- 
lieveth on me, though he were dead, yet shall he live :”’ that same Son of 
God, who came into the world, not to condemn, but to save it: who, in the 
daysof his flesh, “ stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, Jet him come 
unto me and drink. He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath said, 
out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. And this he. spake of 
the Spirit, which they who believe on him shall receive.’”” The like of this 
he had spoken, many centuries before, by this same prophet Isaiah: “ Every 


ene that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath nomoney; come _ 


ye, bay and eat, yea, come buy wine and milk, without money, and without 
price. Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live.” 
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How astonishing was the effect.of that brazen serpent which, by Divine 
direction, Moses lifted up in the wilderness! If they who had received the 
most deadly wound, looked upon it, they were healed. But there is, if poe- 
sible, more cause for gratitude than for wonder, when we consider, what we 
are taught, that those things were transacted for our benefit, and “are 
written for our example,” “ to bring us to Christ.” We are the people 
so. wounded : even by the most venomous and deadly of all serpents, our 
sins. . Christ is the Saviour, shadowed forth in that transaction: He took 
the form of the sinful creature man, and was raised on the cross for, the 

’ healing of the nations: he is exalted “ to be a light of the Gentiles,” and 
** for salvation unto the ende of the earth.’’ This he expressly declared in 
his discourse with Nicodemus : ‘‘ As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil- 
derness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’ This manner 
of expression, Look and be saved ; believe and you shall be justified; hear 
and your soul shall live ; is affectingly expressive of that grace and free 
mercy. by which we are saved in Christ. He is truly *“ the Author of eter- 
nal Jife :”” for with his own rigbt hand and his holy arm bath he gottenthe . 
victory. He has put away sin by the sacrifice of himself; he has subdued 
our deadly enemies ; redeemed us from misery and death ; and led captivity 
captive. As by the offering of himself he delivers us from the punishment 
of sin ; 80 does he by his Spirit rescue and preserve us from its dominion. 
He sanctifies the heart ; he works in us to will and to do what is pleasing 

' to God ; he becomes not only the Author, but also the Finisher of that faith 
by which we are justified; and helps us ta.do those good works which shall 

__ finally be rewarded in heaven, Whatever a Saviour should ‘do to recover 
a lest world, Christ has done. We may now draw nigh in full assurance 
of faith ; and if, with a lively trust in him, we look, we shall be saved. The 
part required of us is to justify God’s wisdom in the appointed Ransom, and 
submit to his righteousness ; to lay down the weapons of our hostility ; to 
withdraw from the enemies, who hold our souls in bondage, and to choose 
the Lord, as the Captain of our salvation. To obtain the victory over sin 
and death, we are to become soldiers of Christ ; to hehe Gen quali 
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_he offers. And who are the happy people to whom this gracious invitation © 
is addressed ? To whom does the Lord say, “ Look unto mie, and be ye 
saved ?”” Even to the whole of the human race. The invitation, is to “ all 
the ends of the earth :’’ which is a well known Scripture phrase, including 
all the nations and people of this terrestrial-world. Christ “ tasted death 
for every man;”’ and sends his “ gospel to every creature” of Adam’s fallen 
- race. He would have all men come to the knowledge of the truth, and 
be saved in him with an everlasting salvation. His language is, Every one 
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that thitsteth, come to the waters of life. And “the Spirit and the Bride 
ety;Come.” Christ, as our Prophet, says this ; and “ the Spirit of Christ,’? 


by whom the’ prophets spake, and the holy scriptures were written, says” 
the same ; and the church too, by her doctrines, her creeds, and her minis- — 


tets, from the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same, calls all 
men every where to “ repent and believe the Gospel ;” to look unto Christ 
and be saved. Yes, “ the Spirit and the Bride say, Come. And let him 
eRe ner ney aad Sy pareaes aanedea, ant and whosoever 
a eye gre peta amet reed 


Stele wanyin convinced of shi; und first awakened to a sense of his 
‘spiritual state of guilt and condemnation ; when he reflects on the good- 
ness and other perfections of the Father of mercies; how abundant and 
‘unnumbered are the benefits that God daily bestows ; and how astonishingly 
‘he has “ commended his love to us ;’’ and how often and how long he has 
‘esought us to turn to him and live; and on the other hand, how insensible 
‘we have been to his goodness, how ungrateful for his mercies ; how hard- 
, ened to the voice of warning and of invitation,—despondency is natural. 
Will the Lord be merciful to one whois so unworthy? Can. this 
heart so prone to sin; so chained to the world, and by nature so op- 
posed to God and his righteousness, be renewed and reconciled through 


@hrist? Is it 1 who am so lovingly invited to look unto him and be — 


saved’? Can I, the most sinful of God’s creatures, who for years have 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and in my conduct counted his sancti- 
fying blood an unholy thing—can I hope, dare I believe, that his call is still 
to me? Others may be saved ; but who has sinned as I have sinned? 
‘These mercies are not--they cannot be for me. Such thoughts naturally 
and often oppress the awakened soul; and bow down the spirits of the 
humble,believer : they almost “quench the smoking flax,” and break the 
tender reed already bruised. But while thus there is life, there is hope ; no 
humble and contrite sou! will the Lord despise ; none who look unto him 
with faith, will he reject. To doubt whether you are incladed in this invi- 
tation is to limit the Holy One—to set bounds to his love, and to impeach 
the veracity of his word. ‘ The promise is to you. and to your children, 
.  ibaguomapeargen meglio : 


IN. aetd cusdeapeendihetaabieiendatannidenbichendteintinn taltetiie 
in this gracious invitation to leok and be saved, hearken to the reason 
gwen: “ For I@m God, and there is none else.” Were the Person who 
invites you to look and live, but a fallible creature, a finite being, of limited 


capacity, you might well distrust his power to effect so great a work. | 
‘+ Thus saith the Lord, Cursed is the man who trusteth in man, and maketh 

flesh his) arm.” But the Person who here invites you is mighty to save ; 
for he is the Omnipotent Jehovah ;. he is the only Saviour, the only Lord, — 
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the only God. Should the mightiest angel in heaven offer to become your 
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i” Saviour, and invite you to look unto him for pardon, and péace, ad life 
ys. immortal, well might you doubt, and question his power to save: for“ whe 
is- . can forgive sina but God only.”” Who can cleanse our soul from the 
all defilement of sin, create us again unto good works, and raise us to life im- 
rist mortal, but that“‘ One Lord, by whom are all things, and we by him ?”* 
im He, against whom sins are committed, and he only, can remit the penalty. 
ver 


What created being, however high in dignity, would presume to annul the 
mandates of Omnipotence! to stop the course of divine justice! to say; 
of his own authority, to him who has sinned against God, “ Thy sins are 
forgiven thee: go in peace :” “look unto me, and be saved!” This is 
pegnepe edgeigeete Rah anh tvusne sted 










Sn teat weess cured) tem épilt-ef cx alad eridieghtandamaal 
bodies be raised from the dust, new and glorified, and capable of immer 
tality. And who but God can effect this new creation? Who but God 
- ‘is the resurrection and the life? To renovate the soul, and to; reise our 
bodies from the dust, is evidently as great a work, and a as great e 
power, as the first creation. 




















And Gather, if we ere cusedy net-euly mastewr cnn/pasthe 
and blotted out of all remembrance to our hurt; not only must we 
created again in body and soul, before we can be * partakers of the inhe- 
ritance of the saints in light ;”” but we must be justified, must be acquitted 
before God’s tribunal, as righteous, through faith in the Saviour. We must 
be delivered from the guilt of sin, and entitled to the favour of God. And 
to effect this, the Saviour must fulfil all righteousness on our behalf. * God 
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.” And this none but a divine Saviour can 
effect. No mere creature can perform more than the duty which he owes 
to God: he cannot merit for another ; much less for a whole race of 

We cannot, then, be justified by faith in any mediator but Immanuel, 
“the Lord from heaven ;” he only can be “ our righteousness.” He is 
God, and he alone can forgive sin, cleanse the soul from its pollution, and 
merit on obr behalf. 
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Some have thought that the Saviour is called God and Lord, in a lower and 
subordinate sense, as though there were truly ** Gods many and Lords many.”’ 
But observe with what wisdom and care, and how deci , the Holy One 
of Israel has precluded such error. Several times in this chapter, he de-! 
clares himself the only God. Others may talk of Gods many and Lords 
many : we preach to you a Saviour who is God,“and there is none else ; i 
no God, no Jehovah, no Lord besides him.’ Tosworship or to acknow- 

spetge eny other Beviour wottld be idoletsons: TH ts notions in the words 
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immediately before our text : “‘ They have no knowledge, (no right under- 
‘standjng of true religion,) that set up the word of their graven image, and 
pray unto a god that cannot save. Tell ye, and bring them near ; yea, let 
them take counsel together: Who hath declared thie from ancient time? 


Have not I, the Lord? and there is no God else besides me : a just God ; 


and a Saviour, there is none besides me.’’ In this chapter, by his prophet 
Isaiah, he repeatedly declares, what his apostles John and Paul so fully 
confirm, that “+ all things were made by him; and without him was not any 
thing made, which was made.” He it was, our Saviour and Prophet, who 
called Cyrus by his name more than a hundred years before his birth, and 
foretold of him what we read in this chapter. In the words following our 
text, which, as St. Paul showg; were spoken by Christ, he hae sworn by 
himeelf ; which would be the greatest idolatry, were he not the true God ; 
and he declares by this tremendous oath, that all creatures ought to wor- 
ship him, and to swear by his name: ‘‘ I have sworn by myself; and the 
word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, thet 
unto me every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall swear.” 


Tt is also necessary, as was observed, that a Saviour, to be effectually 
such, should merit on our behalf; and it is noticed in this same passage, 
that this Lord is such a Saviour: it is here foretold that the language of 
his people would be, “In the Lord have I righteousness and strength:” 
And it is declared, that to him shall man come ;” and that “ in him (the 
Lord,) shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.” Here, in 
four short verses, the last of this chapter, we have comprised what is most 


essential in Christian theology. This Saviour is the one Lord, who claims . 


universal adoration: he is our righteousness, cleansing us from sin, and 
meriting on our behalf. He is our strength ; his Spirit works in us to will 
and to do; so that we are “ strong in the Lord; and in the power of his 
might.” ‘To him'men come: being raised upon the cross, he “ draws all 
men unto him.” “All who are incensed against him, (as many in: this 
world are.) shall (eventually) be ashamed.” In this Lord shall all the seed 
of lerael be justified. They who have the faith of Abraham are counted 
for his seed, and are the true Israel of God ; and they ar@ justified with 
faithful Abraham. And they glory in the Lord: their language ie, “* God 
forbid that I should glory in any other.” 


Thus you see, how important and how very encouraging is this part of | 
- Our text: this apimating and most astonishing reason why you should look 

to this Lord, and to him only, for salvation : because he is “Gop :” because 
‘+ there is none Cn s+ As Agerapeaienine ives S| 
given under heaven, whereby you can be saved. 


' The improvement from this subject—the effect it should produce u pe 
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our heast and live—is sufficiently obvious. Par ttevteneuetndiaiti 
who so graciously invites all to lock unto him, how great must be the folly 
of neglecting so great a salvation ; how unpardonable the sin of rejecting 
this counsel of God. Being a divine Saviour, he is omnipotent and infi- 
nitely meritorious. Is not he able to save, who is the only Lord, and be- 
sides whom there is no other God? Cannot he forgive sin, against whom 
sin is committed? Cannet he who formed you of the dust, breathed into 
your body the breath of life, and made you a living soul, renew your heart ? 


. Cannot he raise you from the dead, who is himself the resurrection and the 


life? Through him, who is “ Jehovah, our righteousness,” we may surely 
be justified: he, who, “ being in the form of God,’ condescended to as- 
sume our nature, cnd suffer and die for our sins; who had power not only 
to lay down his life, but to take it again; who rose from the dead for our 
justification, is certainly an all-sufficient Saviour. He who ascended into 
heaven to prepare us mansions of bliss ; he who sent “ the eternal Spirit” . 
to aid us in doing the will of.God; and now sits, our Advocate with the 
‘Father, et the right hand of the Majesty on high, must be able and willing 
to save to the uttermost. nate Ge ee receive his truth, 
and “ your soul’shall live.”’ 


it salect on ihn Samual of caiiisink Geb gna tiliaals How so- 


' Jemn is that oath, that he will rule the world as its King. Because he 


could swear by no greater, he has sworn by himself; the word has gone 
out of his mouth in righteousness, that all shall bow and do him homage. 
He mast reign as Messiah ; and in his mediatorial kingdom he will reign, 
ti!l he hath put all enemies under his feet. Will you, then, be subdued now 
by his love, or hereafter by his vengeance ? Will you now, in a time accepted, 
submit to his righteous sway; or be among the last enemies that shall 
be destroyed ? 


How great a mercy to the wounded Israelites was that healing i 
which Moses lifted up to théir view! “If a serpént had bitten any man,” 
if he felt the deadly poison stealing along his veins and congealing the 
streams of life;we may easily conceive the eagerness with which he raised 
his eye to the sovereign antidote. He would have deemed it madness to 
delay his application to this unfailing remedy. But how much greater the 
folly of neglecting to look unto Jesus! of disregarding this his gracious 
invitation! ‘The venom of sin pervades your whole-moral system : it is a 
sickness which is unto death, not temporal only, but eternal. But here | 
is an almighty Physician: if he but speak the word you are made whole. 
For this purpose has he been lifted up, that he may draw all men unto him. 
And to you has the word of his salvation come. O, then, be not like “ the 

adder, that stoppeth her ear ; which refuseth to hear the voice of the 
mer, charm he never so wisely.” No music can be more charming to 





_ 18 NAIONA, 


\athintteeiguailletealadghancer chapeidsten 

he who speaks from @alvary,* Look unto me, and be-ye saved, 
for 4 am God.” “ Let the wicked, then, forsake his way, and the unrighte- 
ous man his thoughts ; and let him return unto thé. Lord, and he will have 
meroy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 


"Po look to Jesus as he rose, 
Confirms my faith, disarms my foes ; 
Satan I shame and overcome, 

By pointing to my Saviour’s tomb. 


Exalted on his glorious throne, 

I see him make my cause his own; 
Then all my anxious carés subside, 
For Jésus lives, and will provide. 


I see him look with pity down, 

And hold in view the conqu’ror’s crown ; 
If press’d with griefs and cares before, 
My soul revives, nor asks for more. 


By faith I see the hour at hand, * 
When in his presence. I shall stand ; 
Then it will be my endless bliss, 
To sve him where, and as he is.”’ 





